Volunteers Welcome Pack
The information below is intended to prepare you for an evening on patrol. You will not be
asked to go out on your own and experienced members of the group will always be available
to accompany you whilst you are learning about the patrol.

What to bring on patrol
What to wear:
Hivis vest or similar
Warm clothing
Sturdy shoes
The basics that everyone should have:
Deep bucket
Torch
Gloves. Powder free nitrile gloves are the best but any latex type glove will do.
Pencil and paper
Phone
Extra items:
A second bucket to keep frogs and toads separate
Long handled fishing net for getting frogs from drains. These can be bought from The Outlet
on the High Street.

Where to patrol
The Finches and Robin Place

Galingale Way

Fennel Road

How to Identify the different amphibians
There are four species of amphibians in Portishead. Common Frogs, Common Toads,
Smooth Newts and Great Crested Newts.

Common Frogs
Adults males grow up to 9 cm in length and females up to 13 cm in length. Usually a shade of
olivegreen or brown (although can be yellow, pink, red, limegreen, cream or black). Dark
patches on the back, stripes on the hind legs, and a dark ‘mask’ behind the eye. Oval,
horizontal pupil.

Common Toads
Adults males grow up to 8 cm in length, adult females are larger with reports of up to 13 cm in
length. Generally brown or olivebrown but may be darker. Belly usually pale with dark
speckles. Skin is ‘warty’ and relatively dry.Oval, horizontal pupil. Many individuals have a
golden iris.Tend to crawl rather than hop.

Smooth Newts
Adults up to 10 cm in length. Skin is varying shades of grey or brown. Males develop a wavy
crest along the back during the breeding season.Belly yellow or orange, usually with black
spots and/or blotches.Throat is spotted.

Great Crested Newts
Adults up to 15 cm in length. Skin is black or dark brown and has a rough, ‘warty’
appearance.Underside is bright orange with irregular black blotches.Males have a crest along
their backs which is more pronounced during the breeding season.Males have a white flash
on the tail and females a yellow/orange one.

